Macdonald

AP World History


7 STEPS TO A “9” ON THE DBQ
1. Figure out what question is being asked.  Write it down.

2. Read the documents and create a T-chart for each
A. Write a main idea for each document
B. For each document, write down the author and the point of view (why is the author saying what he/she is saying?)
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3. Group documents together by like idea/argument/speaker/etc.  Make sure you have at least 3 groups.   Create labels for each group.
4. Write a thesis – answer the question being asked with reasons from the documents.  If you can, make your three groups be the three prongs of your answer.
5. Write what document could be added to answer the question more fully and why you would like it. (What is the missing voice?  Why?)

6. Write the essay using the documents as your facts.  Use specific information (not quotes) from the documents as well as the document number in your essay.  Also be sure to write any biases the author might have.  Refer to each document my letter (Document B) as well as author.
7. Be sure to use all the documents.  You will be marked down if you don’t!

