Rise of Japan
A Brief History
· Japan’s early history is known from Chinese records 
· 1st description tells of an island at the eastern edge of the world, divided into hundreds of small countries and ruled over by a shamaness  named Himiko or Pimiko

· Unification of Japan appears to occurred 4th or 5th c. ce

· Reasons remain unclear, but horse-riding warriors from Korea may have united small countries of Japan under a central government at Yamato – central plain of Honshu island

Syncretism with Chinese System
· Mid 600s, rulers in Yamato implemented Taika and other reforms – giving Yamato many features of Tang Chinese gov’t, with which they were in direct contact thru embassies to  Chang’an

1. Legal code

2. Official variety of Confucianism

3. Strong interest in Buddhism

· Within 1 c., complex system of laws stipulating a centralized gov’t and massive history in Confucian style were created

· Japanese mastered Chinese architectural science so well that Japan’s early capitals became methods of studyingChinese architecture

Departures from Chinese System
· buildings and street plans reproduced, city walls not

· central Japan of 7th and 8th century not site of constant warfare, so no fortifications

· Chinese Confucianism emphasized importance of Mandate of Heaven for legitimating gov’t – no need in Japan

· Tenno – hereditary head of state – emperor – member of family that was believed to have ruled Japan since beginning of known history – never dynastic change – no need for Mandate to justify

· Royal line continued be/ most emperors didn’t have any real political power

· Control in hands of prime minasters and leaders of native religion – Shinto – “way of gods”

Centralized Government
· 794 central gov’t moved to Kyoto – or ancient name – Heian

· Period of legally centralized gov’t lasted until 1185, but later real power was decentralized

· members of Fujiwara family – ancient family of priests, bureaucrats, and warriors – controlled power and assumed responsibility for protecting emperor
· Fujiwara elevated men of Confucian learning over warriors

· Japanese noblemen spent time reading Chinese classics, appreciating painting and poetry and refining sense of wardrobe and interior decoration

· To engage in highly aesthetic way of life, Fujiwara had to entrust responsibility for local gov’t, policing and tax collection to warriors 

· Many of warrior clans became wealthy and powerful

· Nobles were powerless to stop power grubbing from warriors and by middle 1100s capital was engulfed in civil war

· Literary epic – Tale of the Heike – later celebrated rise of a new elite culture based on military values

· As nobles hurried to accommodate new warlords, standing of the Fujuwara family was destroyed
First Shogunate
· New warrior class – later called samurai – emerged
· 1185 Kamakura Shogunate – first of 3 decentralized military regimes of Japan, est. in eastern Nonshu, far from old religious and political center at Kyoto

Japanese Fuedalism
· Power within Kamakura Shogunate based on ties of vassalage that were more inclusive and expandable than old kinship bonds, but still personal
· Relationships between land owners and workers / protectors was contractual in the sense that there was an understanding of mutual obligations but never spelled out legally

· No legal mechanisms for altering or ending arrangement

· Ideally called for a deep personal devotion of vassal to lord

· From his vassals, leaders (nobles) demanded absolute loyalty

· Those who served him were confirmed of land rights and could hope for further rewards in form of rights over lands confiscated from enemies

· Economic self-interest reinforced bonds of personal vassalage

both –

· rule by military aristocracvy that held predominant local power

· tied to a vcenter by system of vassalage and granting of rights to land at a time when land the main source of wealth

