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Introduction

Welcome to Political Science 101! This class is an introduction to the politics, principles, theories and practices of the United States and California governments.  
This class is designed to give students an understanding of the founding documents of the United States and the framework of the United States and California governments.  We will attempt to answer many questions in relation to the promises made in these papers.  We will explore the rights and responsibilities of all stakeholders in our government, including the executive, legislative and judicial branches, the media, interest groups, and the citizen. Lastly, we will learn how to be active citizens who understand what it means to take civic action.

This course, in combination with any college-level U.S. History course, will meet the state requirement for American history.  This course is needed by students in order to transfer from a community college to the University of California or California State University systems.  It fulfills the state requirement in American political institutions.  It will also fulfill the San Jacinto Unified and state requirement for 12th grade U.S. Government.  
Enrollment in this class is optional. Students who are enrolled in this course are expected to sign a contract stating that they understand the increased demands of the class and that they understand that this course will require significant more study time outside of class hours than a typical high school course.  Students in Political Science 101 do receive an extra grade point when determining GPA for San Jacinto High School as well as an advanced designation on their transcripts. Please know that most universities, however, calculate student GPAs on their own and may or may not decide to award an extra grade point.

This course is taught at the college level and students are expected to act accordingly. There is a considerable amount of reading as well as writing required and you can expect to dedicate five to ten hours of study time per week to this class. Although the class will be challenging, my goal is that you will gain a broader understanding and deeper knowledge of American politics and culture that will serve you in future life.
Learning Objectives
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Explain the historical and philosophical foundations of the U.S. and California Constitutions

2. Analyze and critique the theory and practice of the politics and governments of the United States and California

3. Explain the major concepts of the United States and California politics and governments.

4. Analyze and critique the difference between the theory and practice of the politics and government of the United States and California.

5. Research projects on current political topics and issues.

6. Analyze and critique current political topics and issues.

7. Evaluate the validity of students’ own political opinions and the political opinions of others.

8. Analyze and critique the behavior of political institutions, organizations and actors/players in the United States and California.

9. Understand how to participate in your community and political organizations.
Textbook
You will use one primary text as well as various readings provided by the instructor for this course.  Reading will be assigned nightly from the text.  You will be provided a textbook for daily use at home.  

Shea Daniel, Joanne Green, Christopher Smith & Milton Clarke.  2014.  Living Democracy:  Election and Updates Edition.  2nd ed. New York:  Longman Pearson.
Selected readings from The Avalon Project at Yale Law School:  The Federals Papers:  http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/fed.asp
Class Materials
You will be required to bring sufficient paper, a writing utensil and all assignments to class daily, including notes.  Previous assignments and notes will be referenced often.  You are NOT required to bring your textbook to class.  
Grades

All classwork, quizzes, tests and projects will be graded on a weighted point system.  The percentage of points earned will determine semester grades according to the following scales:

90 – 100%
A

80 - 89%
B
70 - 79%
C

60 - 69%
D
0 – 59%
F

*All grades will be rounded up to the nearest whole number.

Students must earn a grade of C or higher in order to receive A - G credit.  
Homework Quizzes 

10%

Tests/ Assessments

50%

Classwork


20%

Election Project

20%
Lunch Time Tutorials (Office Hours)
I am available every Thursday during both lunches to provide any additional help needed.  If these times do not work for you, please contact me to schedule an alternate time.

Late Work
This is a college course and you are expected to act accordingly.  If you are absent and something is due, you must make arrangements to get me the assignment (through email or a friend).  If you are absent the day of a test, I will only allow you to make up that test if your absence is excused or pre-arranged.  Work turned in after the due date WILL NOT be accepted for credit.
Parental / Student Contacts
Although this class is offered on the San Jacinto High School campus, it is an MSJC course.  State law prohibits college instructors from communicating with parents/guardians/etc. in any way regarding the progress of a specific student.  As such, I will only discuss class progress, grades, etc. with students enrolled in the course.  This includes during parent conference night.
Tardy Policy

Because a college-level course is so content heavy, it is imperative to begin class each day on time.  You will be expected to be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.  If you are not in the door when the tardy bell rings, you will not be able to take the daily reading quiz.  These quizzes may not be made up for credit at a later time.
School wide consequences for tardies are outlined in the San Jacinto High School Student Handbook. 

Academic Honesty

Any student found cheating on any assignment (ie. copying another student’s work, including reading notes) will receive a 0 (zero) for that assignment.) A second offense will cause a student to receive a 0 (zero) for the entire unit.  A third offense will give cause for failure of the semester.  Please consult MSJC’s website at http://www.msjc.edu/apps/pub.asp?Q=408&B=3 for more information on the College’s policy regarding academic dishonesty.
Daily Quizzes
Short quizzes based on the previous night’s reading assignment will be given every day (except test days).  The purpose of these quizzes is to ensure that assigned readings are completed on time, as most class lessons will depend on students understanding of assigned material.  Students may use their own, handwritten notes during these quizzes.  Quizzes may not be retaken for a higher grade, nor may they be made up due to absences.  If you know you will be absent, it will be your responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher prior to missing the quiz.  These quizzes will comprise 10% of your final grade.  If you choose to be tardy to class, you choose to earn a “0” on that day’s reading quiz.  
In Class Activities

Because there is so much information to cover for the course, the majority of “information finding” will be done at home through nightly reading assignments.  While we will certainly discuss the readings in class, there will be few traditional lectures covering material.  Instead, class time will be devoted to analyzing, understanding and contextualizing material.  Because of this, it is imperative that students keep up with the reading assignments and complete all reading assignments before they are due.
Common class activities include simulations, debates, Socratic seminars, analyzing information using graphic organizers and group activities.  In addition, we will be using primary sources to evaluate point of view and frame of reference.  You will be expected to speak in class daily.  

Class Rules
This is a college level course and as such, requires adult behavior.  Mature behavior and attitude is considered a must.

1.  Use electronics appropriately.
These include but are not limited to:  (1) Cell phones / MP3 players / IPods, etc.  (2)  Magazines / books that are not directly related to classroom content (3) Make-up / brushes / combs / mirrors (4) Food / drinks other than water in a clear water bottle (5) Any other item that may disrupt a student’s engagement with the material.  If you have any of these items, please keep them in your backpack or out of sight until class is dismissed.

2. Be respectful.
Not only is putting your head down in class rude, it tells the teacher that a student is not actively engaged in the lesson.  Again, my job is to ensure all students learn and students are not learning if their heads are on their desks.  

I believe that speaking encourages learning and there will be multiple times during each class period that speaking will be encouraged and even required.  However, there are other times when the teacher or another person is addressing the class that it is imperative to be an active listener only.   It is virtually impossible to actively listen, retain information and speak at the same time.   Because it is my job to ensure that all students learn, I insist that all students actively listen (and not speak) whenever the teacher or another person is addressing the class.  

We will engage in controversial and sensitive discussions and you will hear viewpoints different than your own. While I encourage healthy discussion, it is important to always maintain respect for all people in our classroom.  Use kind and appropriate language and challenge ideas, not people. 
3. Be responsible.
This is a college class and you are here by choice.  You will be expected to complete all assignments and participate fully in all class discussions and activities.  Failure to actively participate and be responsible for your actions and grade in this course may result in removal from the course and placement in a standard government course. 
4. Follow ALL school rules.

See your student handbook for specific school rules.
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