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AP World History



Foundations Unit


Foundations Review Questions
Directions:  Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. List the important characteristics of the Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic Eras.

2. Explain the role of prehistoric women.

3. Explain the reasons why women’s status changed after the Agricultural Revolution.

4. Why do historians say that the Agricultural Revolution was the most significant event in modern history?

5. What were the advantages and disadvantages of the Agricultural Revolution?

6. Where did the first civilizations occur?  Why?

7. Explain the political systems of the Han and Roman empires.

8. Why is writing so powerful?

9. Define and give examples of the two forms of writing.

10. Describe the social system in India.  

11. Explain the significance of the silk roads.
12. List the major trading routes of the foundations era.

13. Describe the political organization of the early, middle, and late Roman empire.

14. List the origin and beliefs of the following religions/philosophies:

a. Christianity

b. Judaism

c. Hinduism

d. Confucianism

e. Buddhism

f. Daoism

15. What is the importance of the Warring States Period?   Who / what were the “victors”?
16. What accounts for the similarities among most of the societies in Africa?

17. Compare and contrast the Gupta and Mauryan empires.

18. What was the main motivation for Greek expansion?

19. What were the “Great Classical Empires” that fell in the 3rd century?  Why did they fall?

20. Where did Constantine move the capital?  Why?

21. Place the following empires in chronological order and list the important contributions or achievements of each:



Asian:  Zhou, Shang, Han, Qin, Gupta, Maurya, Indus Valley


Americas:  Maya, Olmec



Europe/Africa:  Roman, Greek, Mesopotamian, Egypt

