How to Write a COMPARATIVE Essay
1.  Figure out the question – write it down

2.  Complete a chart listing both societies, both parts of the question.  See example below.

	
	Just Han
	Both
	Just Roman

	Politics
	
	
	

	Economics
	
	
	


2.  From that chart, figure out at least one similarity and at least one difference.  Make sure you address both parts of the question.  (In this case, politics and economics)
3.  Write your thesis – be sure to include both societies, both parts of the question and similarities and differences.

Hints:

Do NOT restate the prompt – you will get 0 points

NEVER use the terms “compare,” “contrast,” “similar,” or “difference”

Do mention two or three main ides

Do provide some detail for the main ideas

The thesis can be more than 1 sentence, but no more than 2
Good example:

While the both the Han Dynasty and Roman Empire maintained a bureaucratic government for several centuries, economic interaction and belief systems varied between the two civilizations, resulting in social hierarchies based upon different values. 

4.  Write the essay 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction / Thesis

Paragraph 2 – Similarities – at least 3 facts / details (make sure to include all parts of question)
Paragraph 3 – Differences – at least 3 facts / details (make sure to include all parts of question)
Paragraph 4 – Restate thesis / Sum Up
5.  For Paragraph 2 and Paragraph 3, be sure to include at least one reason why the difference or similarity occurred.

6.  Include at least one sentence (besides the thesis) that is a direct comparison.  It must include both societies and either what they have in common or what is different.  This should be the topic sentence of each paragraph.  It MUST be one sentence ONLY!
Assignment:

Answer the following question. You should spend 5 minutes organizing or outlining your essay.  Write an essay that:

Compare and contrast the political and economic effects of Mongol rule on TWO of the following regions:


China, Middle East, Russia
