Chapter 5 – 6 Review
Directions:  Answer the following questions as fully as you can on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Explain the basic make-up of Congress.

2. Describe leadership in both the House of Representatives and the Senate.

3. Define and explain the difference between:

a. Standing Committees

b. Select Committees

c. Subcommittees

d. Joint Committees

e. Conference Committees

4. Describe the process of drawing new congressional districts.  How often does it occur?  Why does it occur?  How can lawmakers benefit from drawing congressional districts?

5. Why are there such strict rules in the House of Representatives?  How often are rules written?  Why? Who writes the rules?
6. What option is used by the Senate when senators want to defeat a bill they do not have the votes to overturn?  What can stop a filibuster?

7. Describe the powers that the Speaker of the House has.

8. What are the specific duties/roles that are outlined in the Constitution that the Congress has called?  List a few of those roles.

9. What are the terms for bills that raise money and bills that spend money?

10. Why does Congress at times conduct investigations?  What options do they have to force people to testify?

11. Define the following:  perjury, contempt, subpoena, impound, impeachment, immunity

12. How can Congress check on how the executive branch is administering the law?

13. What is legislative veto?  Why was it found unconstitutional?

14. What do we call powers that the Congress has, but are not specifically outlined in the Constitution?  What clause in the Constitution gives Congress those powers?

15. List five things that can cause conflict between the Congress and the President.

