Government / Civics

Chapter 10 – 12 
Test Review
Directions:  Answer the following questions as fully as you can on a separate sheet of paper.

1. What is meant by bureaucracy?  Bureaucrats?

2. Describe the most important function of the Department of State.

3. Define and give examples of both regulatory commissions and government corporations?

4. Describe the spoils system.  What was wrong with it?

5. Describe how government workers are chosen now.

6. Define embassies.  What is their purpose?

7. What is it called when agencies, congressional committees and client groups work together?

8. Define and give examples of “plum jobs.”

9. What is the difference between a federal court and a legislative court?

10. What is considered the “court of last resort”?  Why?

11. Define the following:  opinion, due process, brief, riding the circuit

12. What is the difference between original and appellate jurisdiction?

13. Where do the majority of cases the Supreme Court cases come from?  (Hint:  Include writ of certiorari in your answer)

14. What is an amicus curiae?

15. Most Supreme Court cases involve which issues?

16. Who nominates Supreme Court justices?  Who confirms them?

17. What is the importance of a precident?

18. Compare and contrast dissenting, majority and concurring opinions.

19. How is the number of Supreme Court justices determined?

20. Explain the main decisions in the following court cases:

a. Marbury v. Madison

b. Plessy v. Ferguson

c. Brown v. Board of Education

