Government / Civics
Quarter 1 Benchmark Review

Chapter 2

1. According to John Locke, what is the purpose of government?

2. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence?

3. According to the Declaration of Independence, what is the main purpose of a government?

4. What was the purpose of the Magna Carta?

5. What was the main difference between the Anti-Federalists and the Federalists?

6. What are the Bill of Rights?

7. Why were the Bill of Rights added to the US Constitution?

Reference Handbook (pg. 812 – 816)
8. What were the Federalist Papers?  Explain the main arguments of the following Federalist Papers:

a. Federalist Paper #51
b. Federalist Paper #10

c. Federalist Paper #78

Chapter 3
9. How did Montesquieu influence the Constitution?

10. How did the Founding Fathers view that humans are naturally going to want to increase their power influence the government of the United States?

11. How is the judicial branch limited by the Constitution?
12. What percentage of Congress is needed to propose a Constitutional amendment?  What percentage is needed to ratify an amendment?
13. Besides the amendment process, what other options exist for changing the Constitution?
14. Explain the five freedoms found in the First Amendment.

15. Briefly explain all the rights the Bill of Rights by number.

16. What is meant by the “free exercise clause” of the First Amendment?

17. What types of speech are protected in the First Amendment and what types of speech are not protected?

18. What is eminent domain and what does it mean to citizens?

Chapter 4
19. How does a territory become a state in the Untied States?

Chapter 23 (pg. 649)

20. What is meant by a “right to work” state?
Chapter 5
21. Briefly explain what is included in Article 1 of the Constitution.

22. What are the Constitutional requirements for serving in both the Senate and the House of Representatives?

23. What is meant by a bicameral legislature?

24. Explain the reasons for and process of filibuster and cloture.

25. Why do some states have more representation in the House of Representatives than others?

26. Explain the key enumerated responsibilities of Congress.
Chapter 6
27. Why is the House of Representatives considered to be the part of the government most closely tied to the public?

28. Explain why a Senator and a Representative might have different goals in Congress.
Chapter 7
29. Briefly explain how a bill becomes a law.

Chapter 16
30. Historically, what were the main differences between the Federalist and Democratic-Republicans?

31. Why do different ideologies lead to a multi-party system?

32. How were political candidates chosen in the early days of the republic?  How are they chosen today? Why was there a change?

33. Explain what happens at a national convention?  What is the last thing to occur?

34. How are political polls used?

35. What are the legal requirements for making contributions to political campaigns?

36. Explain the MAIN criticism of negative political advertising.

