Political Science 101

Midterm Study Guide

Chapter 2 Section 6


1.  Explain the Virginia Plan.

2. Explain the New Jersey Plan.
3. Describe the Great Compromise.
4. Explain how states populations would be calculated under the Great Compromise.

5. Explain the argument and eventual Sectional Compromise about commerce.

Chapter 2 Section 7

6. Explain the core constitutional principal of federalism.

7. Explain the core constitutional principal of reciprocity among states.

Chapter 2 Section 8

8. Explain the major beliefs of the Federalist and Anti-Federalists.
9. Explain the main arguments in Federalist #10.
10. Explain the main argument in Federalist #51.
11. Why did the Anti-Federalists eventually agree to ratify the Constitution?

Chapter 3 Section 2

14. Explain the concept of dual federalism.
15.  Explain the issue and resolution in McCulloch v. Maryland.  Why was the case such a landmark?

16. How was the doctrine of secession an expression of dual federalism?
Chapter 3 Section 3


23. Explain the New Deal and how it affected the conception of federalism.

     
      24. Explain how Lyndon’ Johnson’s presidency marked a critical point in the evolution of federalism.

25. How are grants-in-aid a tool of creative federalism?

Chapter 6 Section 2


27. Explain the bicameral legislature as defined in the Constitution.

28. What is meant by the rotation provision of the Constitution?

29. What is meant by the elastic clause or necessary and proper clause of Article I Section 8 and why is it so important?

30. Explain the idea of geographic representation.

31. What is gerrymandering and why is it dangerous?

Chapter 6 Section 3
32. What are standing committees?
33. Explain the advantages of standing committees.

35. List and explain the different types of committees.

Chapter 6 Section 4

36. Explain the significance of the majority party in Congress.

37. Explain party unity scores.
38. Explain the hierarchy of leadership in Congress.

Chapter 6 Section 5
39. Explain the concepts of unanimous consent, filibuster, cloture and hold in the Senate.
40. Explain the informal Congressional rules of seniority, apprenticeship norm, civility, specialization, reciprocity, and logrolling.
Chapter 6 Section 6
42.  Briefly explain how a bill becomes a law.

Chapter 7 Section 1
41. According to John Locke, what is prerogative power?
42. Who was Cato?  What were the “Cato” essays?
43. What was Alexander Hamilton’s counterargument to Cato in the Federalist Papers?

Chapter 7 Section 2

44. Who is the president’s cabinet?
45. What is the Executive Office of the President or EOP and why was in created?
Chapter 8 Section 1
46. What is meant by the bureaucracy?  Which branch of the government does it fall under?
47. Explain the first four departments of the federal government.
48. Explain the four types of organizations in the federal bureaucracy.

49. Explain the three new departments that were created in response to major political or economic crises and the crises that prompted their creation.

Chapter 8 Section 2
50. How are the secretaries of the departments generally chosen?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of this system?

Chapter 8 Section 3

51. What is the patronage or spoils system and how do bureaucracies avoid this?  What event caused the change?
52. Explain the significance of the Hatch Act.
53. Explain decentralization and privatization and how they may be alternatives to government bureaucracy.

Chapter 8 Section 4

54. What is meant by the iron triangle?  Why are they so powerful?
55. Who are whisteblowers?  How are they protected?

Chapter 9 Section 1
56. What is meant by original jurisdiction?
57. What are appellate courts?
58. What is the court of last resort?
59. Compare and contrast majority, concurring and dissenting opinions.
60. Are SC decisions always final?  Explain.
Chapter 9 Section 2

61. What is judicial review and why is it such an significant power of American judges?

62. When did the judiciary first assert the power of judicial review?  Explain the case.
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