Study Guide for Government Final Exam
If you know the information on this study guide, you should do well on your final.  Don’t just fill it out, use it to study.  Create flash cards for the parts you are shaky on.  Have your parents or siblings or somebody quiz you.  Work on it until you know all of the info.  You cannot use notes on the final, but if you work on this and study, you should be good to go.

1. Know the following definitions:


Confederacy


Unitary system


Federal system


Autocracy


Democracy—both direct and representative


Monarchy


Politics


Slander


Libel


Extradition

Public Acts


Sunshine Laws


Bicameral Legislature


Redistricting


Gerrymandering


Constituents


Filibuster


Cloture

Spoils system (as it pertains to government)

Bureaucrats


Litigants


Jus sanguinis


Jus soli


Refugee


Resident aliens


Political socialization


Political culture


Defamatory speech


Double jeopardy


Ticket


Moderate


Conservative


Liberal

2. Know what these documents are, who wrote them, and why they were important—


Magna Carta


Mayflower Compact


Declaration of Independence

3. Why is Aristotle important to a study of Govt (pg. 5)

4. What are the features of a state?  (pg 6)

5. Since the founding of the U.S. how have we extended our territory?  ( pg 7)

6. Know who the political philosophers were who influenced the authors of the US Constitution, and why the founders were influenced by them. (pg 37)

7. What was the influence of Shays’s Rebellion? (pg 51)

8. Why was the Constitutional compromise on slavery a problem? (pg 55-56)

9. Why were poll taxes a problem? (pg 90)

10. Know the following information about the importance of the U.S. Constitution—



What concept is it based on?



What is the Preamble?



Why are there Amendments?



What is the Bill of Rights?  Why was it added?



Know details about Articles I, II, and III



Article I --Which part of our Govt is considered to be “the voice of the people”?




Constitutional requirements for election to the HOR & term



Constitutional requirements for election to the Senate & term


Article II –




Constitutional requirements for election




What are the total years a president can hold office? (214)




What are the roles of the president? (213, 246, 252)



Article III—




What is judicial review?




How can Supreme Court decisions be overturned?




Which courts get their power from the Constitution and Federal laws?




What are the workhorses of the Federal Judiciary?




Describe riding the circuit.



Amendments –




First Amendment protects . . . . 




Fourteenth Amendment contains the due process clause.  What does this 



do for people?




Sixteenth Amendment . . . . 

11. What are the steps for a territory to be admitted to the Union? (pg 99)

12. Chief Justice Roger B. Tanney supported what position?  (pgs 106-107)
13.  Franklin D. Roosevelt supported what position? (106-107)

14.  What group do some lawmakers think have too much power?  (pg 149)

15.  Know the difference between strict construction and loose construction (157-158)

16. What do some historians believe causes gridlock? (pg 173)

17.  Know the general differences between Democrats and Republicans.

18. What are PACs?

19. Who follows the vice president in the line of succession?  (217-218) 
20. Know about the Electoral College (221-223) Who is elected by it?  What is it sometimes called?

21. What did Herbert Hoover fail to understand that led to his downfall? (262)

22. What is the plum book? (288)
23. What did the Pendleton Act do? (286)

Know the following court cases.  What were they about?  Did they establish a precedent?  Overturn a precedent?  Why are they important?


Plessy v. Fergusson


Brown v. Board of Education


Miranda v. Arizona


Everson v. Board of Education

24. Most cases heard by the Supreme Court are concerned with  ________________. (339)
25. What are the five major factors that influence the decisions of Supreme Court justices? (343)
26. Know what the establishment clause of the First Amendment is. (358)

27.  Know what the free exercise clause of the First Amendment is. (358)

28. Which part of the First Amendment protects your right to be in a political party? (376)
29. Citizens of the United States have certain rights. Who protects these rights? (355)  What responsibilities do citizens have to the government that guarantees these rights?  (355)

30.  What part of the US Constitution guarantees basic human rights for the citizens of the US? (355)

31. What are the five freedoms of the First Amendment? (789)
32. In recent years, where have most of the people who immigrated to the US come from? (390)
33.  Who is the source of political power in the US? (391)

34.  What are some of the responsibilities of US  citizens? ( 391)

35. What have the courts determined to be a citizen’s fundamental rights? (407)

36.  What is a one party system?   Give some examples. (453)

37. What is a third party?  What is a synonym for third party? (455)

38.  What are the interest groups identified by the text as being business-related?  What are the interest groups identified as labor-related? (505)  What about farm-related interest groups?  What do labor and business groups care about?
39. What do lobbyists do for lawmakers? (509) 
40. How is public opinion measured? (520)
41. What type of media is the Internet? (543)

42.  Mass media focuses on what/who nationally? (527-528)

43. What/who protects the media? (536)

